SAMPLE LETTER TO CHURCH MEMBERS
Dear Member of our Church Community [better if you can mail merge and personalize]:

What a difference a year makes!  Last fall our country was locked in the third consecutive year of "down markets" in the stock market.    Because many depend on investments as a primary source of income, it was an uneasy time to project income—and pledges. This fall, many people are breathing easier.  If you have been blessed more than you anticipated, why not share some of your blessing with others!   

Your special year-end gift will make a genuine difference in the ministry and mission of this church.  So if you were not able to pledge as much as you would have liked last fall—or would simply like to give something extra—there are many opportunities.  
First, you may increase your pledge simply by contacting the financial secretary.  This sounds obvious, but many people don't know it.  Second, you may make a special one-time gift to particular ministry and/or mission efforts.  Here are just a few examples:

· Church Budget.  These funds support our ongoing ministry.  The session will use these gifts where they are most needed to fund our joint ministry.

· Building Fund [or another designated fund in your congregation]. These funds support our building needs [or briefly describe the purpose of the designated fund].

· International Mission.  These funds will support the international mission personnel of our church through Worldwide Ministries Division of General Assembly.   

If you are interested in something else but aren't sure what, fell free to contact either one of us about other options.  We will be happy to work with you to locate just the right cause.  

Thank you for your generous support of our church and its ministries.  It makes a big difference.
Gratefully yours,

Name

Pastor

Name

Moderator of Stewardship Committee [or other appropriate group]
P.S. You may mail your gift to our church office or bring it to Sunday worship.  Contact our Financial Secretary, [insert name], to arrange an asset gift.  If you have questions, contact any member of the church staff.  Thanks again for your consideration and support.
