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Schaller notes that most of the church’s funding is given by a small percentage of its members.  What implications can we draw as we seek both to educate our people and to fund our mission?

Schaller states that the BIG issue is “to distinguish between current income and accumulated wealth” and that “an increasing proportion of all charitable giving comes from accumulated wealth.”   What are some ways the middle governing bodies can assist our churches to accomplish this? How can we assist our presbyteries and congregations to emphasize both sources of potential income to fund their mission?  

Schaller points out how our goals often determine our focus—“if our goal is to raise overall stewardship, that may mean we should focus on the bottom 50 or 60 percent.  If, however, the goal is to raise more money, that may not be the top priority…. Do you want to focus on where the money is or on where the most people are?”  What percentage of our time should be spent on each?

Schaller speaks of the wisdom of having two separate groups--one to focus on funding annual budgets and another to concentrate on the stewardship of all believers.  What resources (committees, people, events, funding, etc.) does your presbytery allocate for budget promotion and for general stewardship?  How could we improve on these resources?

