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In most churches, stewardship is the dirtiest word.  Seen as negative.  

While encompasses all of life, most people associate stewardship only with money...

"Whenever the pastor is speaking about money," a member remarked, "he's talking about my money and his plans."

Some pastors believe that they’ll never have to talk about money.  That's too bad

Jesus talked about money all the time:

62% of parables

500 verses on prayer, but over 2000 on money/possessions

Giving of the first fruits.  We give the FIRST fruits--at beginning of harvest while the rest was still being harvested.

Boy who brings the fish to his pastor.  “Here's my tithe.” He says proudly.  “That's great.” Replies the pastor, “Where are the other ones?”  “There still in the river--I will go catch them now.”

A missionary is back in the states telling church about life on the field.  Told how she used tea bags more than once.  Later, she wrote the pastor a note that a woman from church sent her a package.  Inside there were over 100 tea bags with a note:  “they have only been used once."  This is how we often do our giving--after we have met our needs, after we have used what we want, we give to others and we give to God.

Tithing is the basis for Christian stewardship--not the end, but the basis.

Will God love me less if I don't tithe?

This is the wrong question.  A better one is “Will I love God less if I don't tithe?”

Jesus had to pay temple tax.  Told Peter to go catch a fish, in mouth is shekel, go pay our tax.  This is the only method of fund raising Presbyterians haven't tried!

Presbyterians are good on guilt.  We think that if it makes us feel guilty, it must be religious.  And then we reach for our checkbooks to pay off our conscience.

Addison Leech says that we don't give to the church because we are the church.—like giving to ourselves.

When I give my money to the church, it ought not to matter to me how they use it.  (Giving to God through church; if don't like what they're doing, fight it but don't let it effect our giving.)

Whenever we tie stewardship to the church budget, we trivialize it.  

We live in time of entitlement.  Believe we deserve whatever we have--we earned it.  

Farmer worked hard to reclaim his field--look nice.  County agent came by and said, "That's a beautiful field you and God have made."  The farmer replied, "Yea, but You should have seen it when the Lord had it by himself!"

We work hard with God, for God, because of God.  That’s stewardship.

