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THREE SERMONS ON STEWARDSHIP


Living At Peace With Our Money

Ecclesiastes 5:10-17 (The Message)

Luke 16:10-13

October 17, 2004

So, here he is again, six year old Calvin, only this time he is on the school ground being confronted by a bully.  

“I want your money, Twinky.

“It’s mine, Moe.  I brought it from home.”  

“I said gimme the money.”

“Moe, you can’t just take things from people because you’re bigger.”

“I’m not taking it.  You’re giving it to me because, in that way we’ll both be a lot happier”.  

 

Well, it is true that God gives us the grace of generosity.  

But everywhere we turn people are trying to take our money away from us.   

Since money has been invented 

we have had a dark and problematic experience with it.  

 

Money can control us or we can control it, but it is pretty difficult to have it both ways.  Which it is in your life sets up your relationship, not only with money, but also with other people, the world around you and yes, even with God.  As we come to our third in a series of three sermons looking at fresh ways to understand Stewardship.  I invite us to pray and be open to a new and gracious understanding God intends for us.

 

Lord God, open us to your generous love, the abundance you provide and the richness of relationships we have that makes life good and wonderful.  Amen
 

When I first knew I was going to have gastric by-pass surgery, which was now about two years ago, the first thing I did when I made the decision was to seek out a therapist.  I sought a mental health therapist who specialized in working with people addicted to drugs and alcohol.  Because I had a problem! My drug of choice was food: rich, calorie laden, delicious, wonderful food.  I knew surgery by itself was only a new beginning and would not complete the change that needed to be made.  

I was addicted to rich food, but there is another addiction equally insidious--money.  One thing they have in common is you can do without drugs, you don’t have to imbibe in alcohol, but folks, you’ve gotta eat and in today’s world you have to have money.

 

The best you can hope to do in both of these circumstances is to control your cravings and heal the underlying reasons you use/abuse food or money, reduce your stress and bring you comfort. Both of these can be addictions.

  

An ADDICTION is something that is 

intense, 

chronic, 

and it feels so essential to our own sense of wholeness and life.  

 

For money it is like the man who said: “without money, I am nothing! 

Or it is line in the movie Wall Street where the guy said:  “Greed is good.”  

These are words that come out of the mouth of people who are addicted to money.  So you are going to ask yourself, “Well I’m not addicted to money?” 

 

Well, are you?  Is your relationship with money intense and chronic?  Does it feel essential to your well-being as a human person? Most middle-class Americans, whether we know it or not, waiver somewhere between being really needy or being addicted when it comes to money.

 

We are not comfortable with our money.  Thus, have titled this sermon “Living at Peace with our Money”.  

 

Money drives almost all of our decisions.  It begins to form the  outline of our existence as people.  Indeed, it interferes with our relationships with others, our basic need to be in touch, in contact with other human beings and it interferes with our family life. 

 Our basic nature, our very existence seems wrapped up in our net worth, the bottom line.  It is like the sign in the store that said “the one that dies with the most toys wins!” Or the thought: “the one that dies with the most money wins.” This represents the essence of living in today’s world.

 

 We spend a lot of time and emotional energy planning how to use it for good and for ourselves. We spend time planning how to make it go farther when we have a tight budget. Yet, some of us are like Scrooge: we go into our “counting room” and let our money trickle through our fingers--at least metaphorically if not in reality.  Today I think we call that “Quickbooks” worrying over our computer. 

 

Money can control us or we can control it.  Which it is in your life establishes your relationship, not only with money, but also with the people around you, the world we live in  and yes, with the God that we worship and love.

 

So I want to describe three ways we can live at peace with our money.

 
 Number 1. The first thing: we need to reframe our attitude about money.  To reframe it, recast it, redevelop it--to see money as a tool to meet our deepest needs--things like shelter and food and survival; our need to share love and to be generous with others.  

 

Living only for ourselves narrows us and, I suspect, “hardens our arteries,” although we can’t prove it medically.  But medical science does suggest that a generous spirit can lead to better health in our lives.  Generosity opens our spirits, it calms us, and it releases endorphins of pleasure and joy which leads to better health, less stress, a fuller life!  We need to readjust our attitude about money.  

 

Proverbs 1:19 says: “Such is the end of all who are greedy 

for gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.”  In other words, greed leads to death.  Generous living, generosity, gives us life.

 

 

Richard
 had been wealthy all his life and he was very comfortable with it.  Richard believed that money was more like seeds, the more you spread it around the more it grew.  When he died, a lot of people came to his wake.  They were the blossoms and the stalks of all the sowing he had done with his money. They had come to pay tribute.

 

Richard had learned to live at peace with his money.

P.T. Barnum said: 

“Money is a terrible master but an excellent servant.”

 

Henry Fielding said: 

“Make money your god and it will plague you like the devil.”

So friends, I invite us to reframe our attitude about money 

in order to live at peace with it.

 

Number 2. We live at peace with our money when it externally expresses our internal core values.  There has to be a consistency between the values that define us and how we use our money.  We can tell what our basic core values are if we look at our checkbooks.  How I use money reflects my deepest self.  

 

Let’s examine it this way: What happens when people win the lottery or inherit a lot of money?   One person suggested when people have a lot of money you take all of the iron clad rules and values you have lived by and make them into rubber bands so you can give and take and get around your values and principles and things like the IRS code. 

 

To live at peace with our money we need to foster a core value of generosity, to be generous not just with our money, but with all aspects of our life.

 

A generous spirit affects all aspects of our life:

-with those who are mean to us, like Moe,

-with those we meet who are in need.  

-if we are generous on the highway 

-if we are generous in the home

- if we are generous in our relationships with people at work and at play, 

This  spirit of generosity has become our core value when we do the right thing… because it is the natural thing to do.

 

Generosity, as a character trait, cuts across many aspects of our lives.  Generosity can be reflected in our relationship with other people but also in simple the things like kindness and even how we share our toys.  To live at peace with our money we need to foster a core value that under-girds all of our life with generosity. 

 

Number 3.  The third thing we need to learn in order to live comfortably and peacefully our money is to let out the natural, internal, already-present spirit of generosity that exists within us.

Nancy Riser works with children.  She reflected on last week’s sermon: “Well David, the original equipment in a child includes the spirit of generosity”.  She asked me to think about a mother feeding her child.  You’ve seen it, the child in the high chair.  The mother holds the soft rubber-covered spoon dipping into the Gerber bottle, presenting the child with carrots, or peaches or something.  After the mother has been feeding the child for a while, the child will naturally turn the spoon around to share with the mother.  The mother may not enjoy the cooked carrots, but the child demonstrates the spirit of generosity.  

 
Observe a child in the nursery when another child cries.  What does that child do?  He takes the one thing that comforts him in his time of discomfort and toddles over to share his blankey with the other child.  See, we have a natural spirit of generosity.  Nancy’s point is we train out the spirit that is naturally within us, the spirit to be generous with others.  This happens at a very early age. 

Selfishness has to be taught.  My point last week was that we do a good job of it!   

My point today is that to be at peace with our money we need to release and perhaps reinstall this important character trait … to let our natural spirit of generosity; to let it be at the center of our small as well large and important life decisions; to let it be one of the foundational character traits that guides our living.

Three simple small ways you can control your addiction or your neediness for money and acquisitions.

 

CONCLUSION:  

The biblical witness over thousands of years can be summed up in relationship to us and our money with an adage worth remembering.  We should  “Be Moderate in our self and be generous with other people.”

 

The preacher in Ecclesiastes reflects on contentment:

“Here’s a piece of bad luck I’ve seen happen:

a man hoards far more wealth than is good for him 

and then he loses it all in a bad business deal.  “The more loot you get, the more looters who show up.  And what fun is that—to be robbed in broad daylight?”

 

Do you live comfortably, at peace, with your money?  

I’m preaching today to remind you: God desires we live our lives in the abundant richness promised in our birth and in our baptism.  So today I invite you to create the attitude that money is a tool for sharing our deepest self—as we interact with the world.  Whatever amount of money that comes to us reflect our core Christian value of generosity.  And please, please, let your natural generosity, that is innate within you, shine through so that the world can see it.

 

If you do this, your inner life will be richer for sure, 

Life is going to be far more enjoyable, and your thankfulness will be never ending.  What is there to say except…thanks be to God!
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