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“I Like Money!”

Mark 10:17-27

February 10, 2001

Talk About Money—At Church?

“The more you talk about money, the less you will get.”  This was the advice I was given my first week as a pastor.   I thought this was really interesting that this should be my first warning.   Whatever you do, don’t talk about money!  

We are so afraid to talk about money—especially in the church.  We can talk about our families, our jobs, even our sex lives—but bring up money and the room falls silent.  Why is this?  Why are we so afraid to talk about money at church?  What is it that holds us back from sharing this part of our lives together?

Some believe it comes from early childhood.  Think back into your own early days—how did your family talk about money?  Did your family have to scrape by and make due, or did you have a lot of money?  I remember that my younger brother never had money when we were out and that I ended up paying for his Grape Nehi soda.  If I had money, I shared it with those who didn’t.  My family did not have a lot of money, but we seemed to have enough.  I remember that my mother always seemed to worry about having enough money, but my father never seemed to care—if he wanted something, he just bought it—and paid for it on credit.  As a child, I had a lot of mixed messages about money.  I had to learn about money as an adult.  I learned most of it by talking to other people.

I love to talk to kids about money.  They can be honest about it.  They want it!  They say it!  A little boy and his family are headed for church, so mom gives him two one-dollar bills.  “One is for God—you put that one in the offering plate,” she says, “and the other one is for you.  If you’re good in church, you can buy some candy on the way home.”  Well, this little boy is so excited!  He carefully folds the bills up and puts them in his pocket.  As they are walking across the parking lot, he decides to take them out and look at them.  As he looks at them in his hand, up comes a gust of wind, which blows one of the dollars out of his hand and out into the street.  Clutching the remaining dollar, he screams aloud, “Oh, no!  God’s dollar got away!”  Maybe this is why Jesus said we must come like children—and the honesty of children.

Jesus Talked About Things That Matter—Like Money

Jesus liked to talk about money.  He did it often.  Half of his parables were about possessions and how we use them.  If pastors today preached the same percentage of sermons about money as Jesus told parables on money and stewardship, we would hear seventeen sermons on money each year.  

When the young man came to Jesus, he was seeking something.  He already followed the law--he had done all those things his religion said would be fulfillment--and yet he was not fulfilled.   There was something missing.  

For many people, church is boring.  If we are going to be honest, we have to say this openly.  Particularly for many young people, church just doesn't cut it.  They have done all the things we tell them to do--and yet they still feel empty.  Boredom is not a lack of activity, but a lack of meaning.  This is what the young man was seeking.  Meaning.  We in the church must learn to talk about things that matter to our people, to share our lives together in honesty and insight.  In our fear, we maintain our own ignorance and cut off those who need your insight.  

The young man was expecting Jesus to give him some deep spiritual insight, some mystical exercise.  Jesus instead tells him to get rid of the stuff in his life and then follow him.  Doesn’t sound very spiritual, does it?  

“Jesus, looking at him, loved him.”  Matthew and Luke leave this out.  But Mark, always spare with words, takes the space to note that Jesus loves this man.  He offers him healing.  “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  

What is the healing that this man needs?  What he lacks is that he does not lack.  This man is possessed—but only by his possessions.  What he has has him.  Jesus is offering to free him of his possession, to cure him of his excess.  Doesn’t sound very spiritual, but it is the basis for the rest.  This is the same teacher who taught, “Where your treasure is, there is also your heart.”  So let’s talk about it.

I Like to Talk About Things That Matter—Like Money

I like money.  There, I said it.  I like money.  It allows me to have and do things I enjoy.  My wife, Ginger, and I talk about money at home:  about how to make it, and how to save it, and how to spend it.  We have since before we married.  For 22 years, we have discussed almost every purchase we’ve made.  We have decided together what to do with the money we have and hope to have.  Don’t think that every decision has been an easy one—or even a good one.  We’ve talked about them and made them together.

When I was a pastor, I was always amazed that Ginger and I were top givers to the church.  In fact, in most of the churches I served, the staff and I were some of the leading givers.  Not because we made so much money, but because we believe in tithing and most of my staffs believed in tithing.  Ten percent of a little turns out to be more than 1/2% of a whole lot.

Incidentally, you may have noticed that I knew who gave how much to the church.  I looked at the pledge cards and the financial secretary gave me regular reports on contributions.  I think this is important information for a pastor to know.  Let me ask you a question:  do you let your pastor know who goes to church school and who does not?  Does he have access to the records of the committees and session itself?    Of course, he does!  You expect him to know all about your involvement in this church and your interests and skills.   There is no difference with the pastor knowing what you give--unless money is more holy than you are.   Contribution records can be valuable information to know about what is going on in the congregation's life.   Remember:  if you want to know what really important, look in my checkbook, at my credit card statement.

Information on Kalispell Church

What about the future?  Have you thought about how this church will fund its ministry in the future, and how you can have a part in it?  You already have a small endowment fund set up—a small fund that is open for gifts and commitments for future gifts.  There are $10million dollars in endowment gifts in this church.  I know you are thinking, “Bob, you’re crazy!”  But it’s true.  You would be amazed at who has it.  Regular people who have been fortunate enough to be successful in business and have accumulated a small—or not so small—fortune; regular people who have been fortunate enough to receive a large inheritance; regular people who were fortunate enough to go to work everyday, who have saved up a little bit each week, who love this church and believe in its mission.  These are the people who have the $10million dollars, and they will give it—if we would only talk with them about it and tell them what we will do with it.  But we have to talk about money and what it can do.

I realize that talking about money does not come naturally.  Most people do not like asking other people for money—at church or anywhere else.  I, on the other hand, enjoy asking people for money.  To see the joy in their faces as they decide to support something they value—it does my heart good.  I realize that I do this for a living and I have some training, but it isn’t brain surgery.  It is just talking about money and what is really important.

It is Time to Talk and Share

The rich, young man had sense enough to test Jesus, but didn’t have faith enough to trust him.  I grieve that.  I grieve that because I have accumulated so much sin first reading this text.  Am I also possessed by my possessions?  Am I refusing to be healed by Jesus?  What must I do to inherit eternal life?  Must I let go of all that I have and all that I do that gets in the way?  We know there’s nothing we can do to save ourselves but, even then, letting go is beyond our capacity.  Our salvation is impossible except for God.  The hardest news Jesus has is the best news we could get:  “…for God all things are possible.”

There is no hope without risk.  There is no salvation without trust.

“Go and sell all....” Is this what we all need to do in order to be a Christian?  I’ll leave that for you to talk about….

Story of girl holding money--

In church I served, remember a little girl.  Her mother had given her a quarter to put in the offering plate.  But when the time for the offering came, she didn't want to put that quarter in the plate, so mom is prying back her fingers so the coin would fall in the plate.  I will never forget the look of determination on that little face as she fought to keep her money.  Many people think that this is the job of the church--to pry the money out of our hands while we fight like crazy to keep it.

This is not the role of the church.  Instead, the church is here to help us figure out what to do with our money.  

It is a spiritual issue.  The church cares about you and your spiritual life.  Jesus almost always spoke of money in the context of spirituality.  How we spend our money has an impact on our spiritual life.  Our spiritual life has an impact of how we spend our money.  
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