Planned Giving One-Liners

Preparing an estate plan is good Christian stewardship—saying thanks to God, expressing your love and concern for family, and showing charity towards others.

Remember, if you have no will or trust, state laws will determine who will inherit your property at your death.  State laws do not include your church or any other charity as a beneficiary.

Consider naming the church as a beneficiary in your will or living trust.  The gift could be a set dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, the remainder after other gifts are made, or part of the estate left if designated heirs are deceased.

Did you know that there is no limit on the size of a charitable gift to the church at the time of your death?  No matter how large, the gift is deductible for federal estate tax purposes.

Think about the part you want to play in our church’s future.  You have the opportunity to support this ministry in many ways.  Naming the church as a beneficiary in your estate plan, or making an endowment gift, can assure your continued participation in this ministry far into the future.

Giving to the church through your will or trust is the most common way to continue your support beyond your lifetime.  When your estate is prepared, consider a gift to the church.

Life insurance is a way to make a larger gift to the church than you might otherwise be able to afford.  Consider naming the church as a beneficiary of an insurance policy.

Our Session and Pastor enthusiastically support planned giving to our church.  Contact Mike Ellis or the Minister for more information.

We accept endowment gifts.  The income will be used for special church projects.  The principal of the gift is never spent and continues indefinitely.  Contact David Brakeman or the Minister for more information.

Anyone can give an endowment gift.  Any size gift may be made as an endowment.  You may do this now or as part of your estate plan.

Source:  Renard Kolasa in The Abingdon Guide to Funding Ministry, Volume I, Donald W. Joiner and Norma Wimberly, Editors, Abingdon Press, 1995.

Note:  We publish these occasionally in the Visitor and Bulletin.  Replace names as appropriate with the current Stewardship Committee Chairperson.

