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Paul Hayden, our pastor at the Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Wyoming, shares a story about a member who approached him asking, “What is our next step?”  The member was excited about the ministry his church was doing, and wanted to know what else was on the horizon.  He wanted to help make it happen with some financial support.  In other words, he was interested in giving money to initiate a new ministry.  Paul shared with the member a dream of an intern ministry, to encourage and train young people in outreach ministries to other young people.  The man agreed on the need and gave half the money to begin the ministry—with a very generous gift.  Their session is wisely taking their time to examine their long-term plans and how staff, facilities and other resources play into them.  Then they will move forward with new, exciting ministries—because a member cared and provided the needed support.

Suppose a member approached your session with the following offer:  “I will contribute an additional $100,000 to my annual pledge, and guarantee it for twenty years.”  How would your session respond?  If it is like most, there would be a gasp of amazement, a shout for joy, followed by some plans for bill-paying and new paint for the nursery.  Then we get down to the real work.  How will we spend all this new money?
What would you do?  What ministries have you felt God leading you to initiate—but lack the staff and funding to make it reality?  

Some of our members are afraid to give the church more money because they are afraid the church will waste it.  Some of the money will be “wasted”—which means that it was spent the way I would not spend it.  The vast majority of these funds would be used, however, to initiate and support vital ministry and mission.  There are so many ministries we could be doing:  caring ministries for youth and senior adults; reaching out to groups of people (in our communities and around the world) who haven’t experienced how much God loves them; enhanced worship events through music and experience; training and empowering our members to live this life in its fullest, most joyful light.  
Each of these ministries and missions is possible.  In fact, many live within the dreams—and long-range plans—of our leaders.  All they need is our support—personal and financial. 
What is your next step?  What is God calling you to do and become?  Whatever it is, it will cost us, personally and financially.  You see, we always need more money.  We need this money to support the ministry God has entrusted.  So don’t be embarrassed that you’re not doing everything you’d like.  Don’t be afraid to share your dreams with the church.  Don’t be bashful about telling particular members about particular dreams.  There are members who would yearn to support meaningful ministry.  You see, we always need more money.  More money means more ministry.  Because…we’re all in this together!

