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The church has a love-fear relationship with money.  On the one hand, we love money for all the things we need to do with it, to buy the “stuff” that makes life nicer.  Money is a significant element in many of our relationships, from families and friends to supervisors and coworkers.  At church, we are excited when we see someone give a large donation and see all that it does for mission and ministry.  We love the things that money can do.  And we always seem to need a little more of it!  

On the other hand, we fear money for many of the same reasons.  While it is vital to fulfilling our mission, few of us feel comfortable or competent to raise or handle money.  As a young pastor, I realized that seminary did not equip me to lead a stewardship campaign or develop a budget.  My family financial experience was not helpful, either, because the only time my parents talked about money was to fight over it.  And yet I was called to lead a church and its people to contribute—and to do it joyfully!  This responsibility left me humble and afraid.

LOVE+FEAR=SILENCE.  Ironically, our response to this love-fear dilemma is often silence, to not talk about money at all.  We allow the pastor to preach on money a couple 
Sundays each fall—but only if she doesn’t start “meddling in our business.”  When was the last time one of us asked the pastor to speak more about the relationship between our faith and our finances?  When was the last time we initiated this conversation ourselves?

We have a lot of trouble talking about money in the church.  One would think that it would be easy to talk about money in the church, in a place where we come to find acceptance and love, where we experience the unconditional love of God.  But for some reason, we are afraid to talk about money—even here.  

GOSPEL OR CULTURE?  The gospel proclaims a love that transcends everything, including money.  But our culture proclaims a life in which we are judged by what we have, what we wear, what we drive and where we live.  To which do we listen more often?  Unfortunately, we take our cue from the culture.

Even the church has bought into this cultural image of money.  Let me ask you question: when a new idea arises in a church meeting, which of these two is the first question:  "Is this something that God wants us to do?” or, “Can we afford it?”  If your church is like most churches, the answer is the latter.  

CONFESSION.  Confession is good for the soul.  We have found that as we talk about money and confess our own difficulties with it, other people feel free to share their own struggles and confess their own insecurities.  This helps the group to grow spiritually and deepen in its understanding of each other.      Confession is good for the soul and is good for the church.

MONEY HAS POWER.  Money does have power.  Money has the power to create or to destroy.  Money can be used for good or for evil, for altruistic or selfish reasons.  We need to accept this fact—for indeed it is a fact.  In accepting this reality, we can identify those things that are important and positive and use what we have to further our causes. 

I would suggest that the church is the ideal place to learn about money:  how to use it, how to counteract the cultural images that seek to take our money without giving us lasting value.  What do you think? 
We’re all in this together!

