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Election Reflections
We recently completed a long, brutal election season, in which both major candidates slugged it out in the campaign ring.  Regardless of whom we wanted to win—and half of us did win—we have to admire the stamina of these politicians and their teams.  We also have to admire how much money they raised!  I think this campaign has interesting implications for us in the church.

Each candidate tried to affiliate himself with “American values,” portraying himself as the one who best fulfills the American ideals we all hold dear, as the one who can be trusted to safeguard our lives and our way of life.  While each candidate emphasized certain values (and downplayed others), there seemed to be a common understanding that this election would be won on how “valuable” the voters considered the candidate to be.
And, as usual, people put their money where their values were.  We set records for how money was raised and spent by these campaigns.  And while there was a distinct increase in the smaller gifts given by “regular people,” the bulk of the contributions came from corporate gifts and large gifts from individuals representing corporate interests.  
Religious Implications
I would raise the question:  what is more value-laden than the church?  We confess that our ultimate allegiance is to Jesus Christ, that it is his kingdom we seek to bring to earth.  Whoever lives in the White House, he does not sit on the throne.  At least, this is what we say we believe.  While it’s difficult to rally the kind of excitement involved in a political campaign, I think we can use this season to remind each other and ourselves who we seek to serve and what we are called to be doing.  The church is the one place in our society that raises up the higher values and helps us aspire to them:  peace, justice, purity, love….
 I think we would also understand that many of the larger political contributions are given in order to get—to get certain concessions of access and interest, to get an official who agrees with our point of view in order to get favorable legislation and/or oversight.  This is not to say that some gifts were given for altruistic reasons—just very few of them.  
What do we get when we give to the church?  From a political perspective, we don’t get much!  We don’t get to set the church’s agenda or program.  We don’t get to pick the pastor or staff.  Most pastors and parishioners don’t know who gives what, so we don’t even get much recognition.  Thank God these aren’t the reasons people give to the church!  While we don’t get much control for our gifts, we do get to see our money make a difference in the lives of our church community.  Every now and then, we get to hear about how our money is helping people in another part of our world.  We don’t get much control, but we do get some results.  That sounds pretty valuable to me.
We’re all in this together….
Put the Church in “the Stack”
We are quickly nearing that time of year when we will be inundated by year-end requests from charities, seeking gifts to support their causes.  We will receive several hundred requests in a matter of weeks!  Most of these requests do directly to the recycle bin.  But some will make it to “the stack,” that short pile of requests from favored charities which we will consider sending a year-end gift.  These are the groups we appreciate most and want to support most generously.
While some congregations are beginning to send year-end requests, many are still trying to figure out how to do it without “offending” their members.  Ironically, most members actually welcome these requests.  Without this letter, we can forget our church when making our year-end gifts.  So this year, let’s each put a note in “the stack” for the church.  As we begin to receive these year-end requests, let’s simply put a piece of paper with the words, “the church,” in “the stack.”  While we’re at it, let’s put in another piece of paper with the words, “Synod of the Rocky Mountains.”  All gifts to the synod will be used to support Presbyterian mission in the Rocky Mountains and will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you for thinking about this ministry we share.
