Helping the Virginia’s of our Church
by

Bob Sheldon

Helping Virginia.  A couple weeks ago, I was in Salt Lake City talking with a couple about their congregation’s Endowment Committee.  Our conversation reminded me of Virginia, a woman in my first church.  I had buried Virginia’s husband the previous year and was making the usual visits, when I discovered that Virginia didn’t have a will.  “I’ve thought about it a couple times,” she admitted, “but I just haven’t gotten around to getting it done.”  This concerned me because Virginia owned a nice little farm and had no children to help her with the arrangements.  I called her a couple weeks later to see if see had called an attorney yet.  She had not.  When we hung up, I called a church member to find a good attorney who knew about wills.  Then I called the attorney and made an appointment for Virginia.  I made another call:  “Virginia, I have good news.  Next Tuesday morning, I will pick you up and we’re going to the lawyer’s office.  Then we’re going to lunch!”  I could hear her laughter through the phone!  Tuesday morning, we went to the attorney’s office and began the process of getting her a will, a living will and a power of attorney.  Most of the time, she wanted me to sit with her; for a time, she asked me to wait outside.  When I returned, she told me what they discussed—she just wanted to check something with the attorney first.  Then we had a wonderful lunch, talking about what she had done and how it would help so many people.  We had a lot of fun.  

I didn’t mention our adventure to anyone—but she did.  A few weeks later, I got a call from one of Virginia’s friends.  She asked, “Bob, could we go to lunch sometime?  And maybe run by that lawyer’s office on the way?”  Several friends requested help of varying degrees.  Some just wanted the name of the attorney; others asked if I would drive them.  Each had their own concerns and needs; each just needed a little help to make it happen.  

There are a lot of Virginia’s in our church today.  Just about everywhere I go, someone has a similar story.  The difference is that most people are not telling them.  They mention these stories to me because I am in the “money business.”  Therefore, I will understand their concerns and fears.  I wish we had a way for people to discuss these important issues in within our congregations.  Unfortunately, many members don’t know what to do, where to go or who to call.  They just need a little help.
We have already experimented with a couple pilot projects.  Church members have been trained and are being coached on how to help other members to talk openly about money.  Both have already helped members of our congregations to support the church’s ministries and mission they value.  In the next five years, we will help each presbytery to empower a team of Development Ministry Volunteers and to envision the kinds of ministries and mission that our members want to support.  There is a lot to do, but Virginia—and her friends—is worth it.
